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C.O. Discharge Policy Sought 


Army Asked to Grant Honorable 
Discharges to Conscientious Objectors 








Representatives of several groups interested in the 
conscientious objector met recently with Franklin L. Orth, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army, and members of 
his staff in the Pentagon, to discuss the continuing prob- 
lem of C.O.’s seeking discharge from Army duty. The 
delegation included Harold Sherk, executive secretary of 
the National Service Board for Religious Objectors, and 
his associate, Ellis Shenk; Raymond Wilson, represent- 
ing the American Friends Service Committee; Carl D. 
Soule of the Board of World Peace of the Methodist 
Church; and George Willoughby, CCCO executive. 

The delegation presented three recommendations. 
The first, urged the Army to provide for discharge on 
grounds of conscientious objection and to establish a clear 
procedure for fair and prompt processing and review of 
such applications. The group pointed out that while some 
C.0.’s have been discharged for convenience of the gov- 
ernment, or for unsuitability, or for medical reasons, the 
lack of a clear policy made it difficult for the C.O. and 
officers in the field. 

The second recommendation asked that the Army 
accord equal consideration to all religious objectors, 
whether members of a particular church or not. The 
Army was urged to at least equal the provisions in the 
draft law for religious objectors. 

As a third recommendation, the delegation asked the 
Army to accord fair and broad consideration to €.O.’s 
seeking discharge from the Army Reserves. The group 
pointed out that few C.0.’s have been able to secure dis- 
charges from the Army Reserves, yet the Air Force Re- 
serves and Navy Reserves have been far more liberal. 

The February meeting with Secretary Orth represents 
the most recent effort on the part of C.O. counseling 
agencies and supporting groups to persuade the military 
to make specific and liberal provisions for release of 
conscientious objectors opposed to all military duty. 

In 1955 Assistant Secretary for Defense Carter L. 
Burgess informed the C.O. agencies that the Defense De- 
partment would not establish regulations for discharge 
on grounds of conscientious objection. They were as- 
sured that present discharge regulations were sufficiently 
broad enough to meet the problem. 

During the following year many C.O. discharge cases 
were brought to the attention of the Adjutant General’s 
office in Washington. Honorable discharges “for con- 
venience of the government” were granted promptly in 
many cases. Early in 1957 the Adjutant General’s office 
issued a directive to field commanders to provide further 





Evanston C.O. Convicted 


Judd Van Orman of Evanston, Ill. was sentenced April 
15 to two years in prison by Federal Judge Julius Hoff- 
man in Chicago for refusing induction into the Army. 

The day before Van Orman was to report for induc- 
tion in August, 1957 he informed his draft board that he 
was a conscientious objector. He was told that it was 
too late to reopen his classification. He informed the in- 
duction officials that he was a C.O. and refused to accept 
induction. Later he was visited by two FBI agents who 
told him he would go to prison unless he could show 
good reason why he had waited so long to enter a C.O. 
claim. 

Van Orman appealed to Illinois and National Selective 
Service to reopen his case and grant him a hearing. This 
was denied and he was again ordered to report for in- 
duction. He refused induction a second time in October, 
1958. Twelve days later Van Orman filled out the special 
form for C.O.’s for the first time. His board, however, 
refused to reopen his classification or to grant him a 
hearing. He was arrested last December and indicted for 
violation of the draft law. He is appealing the conviction 
and is free on $5,000 bond pending the hearing before 
the U. S. Court of Appeals. 

Van Orman is a member of the Radio Church of God, 
Pasadena, California. Members of that church believe 
that the Holy Bible commands them to remain separate 
from the military service. They do not believe in the use 
of force. 





guidance in processing C.O. discharge applications. 
Shortly after the directive was rescinded. It was reported 
that Selective Service was opposed to the liberalized 
procedures. 

The current policy of the Army is to deny all requests 
for C.O. discharges for convenience of the government. 
Commanding officers can recommend discharge for un- 
suitability and unadaptability if the C.O. cannot con- 
scientiously perform noncombatant duty. There is no 
appeal from the commanding officer’s decision. Thus it is 
virtually impossible for a C.O. to be honorably discharged 
from the Army today. 

The C.O. discharge problem involves only a small num- 
ber of men by actual count. Included in the group are 
C.0.’s who were unaware of provisions in the draft law 
for conscientious objectors; those who failed to secure a 
C.O. classification from their draft board and accepted 
induction; and those who became C.O.’s after induction 
into the Army. 
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Lopez Gets Discharge 


After being threatened with courtmartial for refusal to 
engage in hand grenade practice, Pvt. David Lopez was 
recently given a discharge under honorable conditions. 
Lopez, whose home is in Los Angeles, was inducted into 
the Army last September and was serving near Munich, 
Germany when he declared his C.O. position. 

While his unit was engaged in field problems, Lopez 
reported to the platoon sergeant that he could no longer 
handle arms because of his growing C.O. convictions 
against war. A few days later he informed the sergeant 
that he could not take part in flame thrower drill. He 
agreed, however, to attend the instruction drill, but was 
not called upon to use the flame thrower. The next day 
he refused to throw hand grenades during a practice 
drill. Lopez was willing to perform noncombatant duty. 

Shortly after, Lopez was ordered to report to the cap- 
tain of his unit. He explained that he could not take 
the life of another man and that he could not accept the 
idea that he was being trained to kill. The captain told 
him he was “obligated to fight for humanity, that he owed 
this to humanity.” Again Lopez tried to explain his 
C.O. position. The captain became provoked and said 
“You mean to say that you would remain idle . . . I’ve 
never in all my years of service met anyone who has had 
the opportunity that you have to help his country in as 
serious a time as it is now! Do you know we have a 
chaplain who will fire a rifle if he has to?” 

Three times the officer ordered Lopez to pick up two 
grenades and throw them; three times Lopez refused, 
saying “Captain, | cannot throw them, [ wil. not.” The 
captain then ordered him placed under arrest saying, 
“Tear off his patches and remove any insignia he has. 
Take him away from me; I don’t want to see him. I 
don’t want to talk to him.” 

Lopez was held under arrest only a short time and 
was then assigned to K.P. duty, seven days a week, and 
restricted to the company area. 

Later Lopez was ordered before a medical board which 
recommended a medical discharge under honorable con- 
ditions. Courtmartial proceedings were dropped and 
Lopez was returned to the U.S. and discharged from the 
Army. 





Marines Discharge C.O. 


Brent E. Barksdale, a young C.O. in his senior year 
at- Leland Stanford University in California, was given 
a I-O classification (conscientious objector available for 
civilian work) by his draft board shortly after he was 
honorably discharged from the Marine Corps Reserve. 

While a freshman in college, Barksdale enlisted in the 
Marine Platoon Leaders Program which included an ob- 
ligation of six years reserve duty beyond college. When 
Barksdale recently asked for a discharge because of his 
newly arrived at C.O. convictions against war his appli- 
cation was denied. He was demoted to the rank of a 
private and informed that he would be ordered to a 
training camp for active duty. 

J. B. Tietz, Los Angeles attorney for Barksdale, sub- 
mitted material to the Judge Advocate General of the 
Navy in support of Barksdale. Shortly after, Barksdale 
was honorably discharged from the Marine Reserves. 


Briefly Noted 


Former Lt. Richard Roark, Berkeley, Calif., has been 
given a I-O classification by his draft board. Roark 
was honorably discharged from the Army on February 
12 after three months duty at Ft. Holabird, Maryland. 
Having become a conscientious objector, Roark refused 
to obey military orders, to wear the Army uniform, or 
accept his pay. After being threatened with court martial 
the Army granted an honorable discharge. 

* * * 


Two Dutch pacifists were elected to the Dutch House 
of Commons last March on the Pacifist Socialist Party 
ticket. The first man elected was Hans Lankhorst, mem- 
ber of the Fellowship of Reconciliation. The second, Dr. 
O. Noordenbos, is a member of the Third Way move- 
ment. The PSP polled 1.84 percent of the votes which 
almost entitled it to three seats. The platform of PSP 
called for disarmament, federal world government, with- 
drawal from NATO, end of missile bases, no military 
service, recognition of Indonesia’s sovereignty over 
Netherlands, New Guinea, and drastic reduction of mili- 
tary appropriations. 

* * 

Steve Allen, popular TV star is quoted in the April 
14 issue of Look Magazine, “When I was about to be 
drafted into the Army, it occured to me for the first 
time that there was a direct conflict between the hatred 
I was being induced to feel on patriotic grounds and the 
hate-the-sin-but-love-the-sinner philosophy that my reli- 
gious advisers counseled. Since I was not brave enough 
to become a conscientious objector, I became a soldier.” 

. * * * 

The Society for Social Responsibility in Science re- 
cently was denied an application for a charter as a non- 
profit organization under Pennsylvania law. A Bucks 
County, Pa. judge denied the charter on the ground that 
the purposes of the Society were not as precisely stated 
as required by the law. 

* * * 

The Society seeks to incorporate for the purpose of 
fostering “personal moral responsibility for the conse- 
quences of professional activity with emphasis on con- 
structive alternatives to militarism.” The incorporation 
has been opposed by an officer of the American Legion 
who termed the Society “altogether non-religious and non- 
patriotic, most, if not all, of whose officers are con- 
scientious objectors.” 

* * * 

A recent report of the UN Subcommission on Dis- 
crimination and Protection of Minorities included the 
principle that “States which recognize the claims of — 
conscientious objectors to military service should make 
no adverse distinction between claimants on the ground 
of religious belief.” This statement was urged upon the 
UN Subcommission by Adelaide Baker, UN representa- 
tive for the Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom. 

* * * 

Eleven C.O.’s and 103 Jehovah’s witnesses were in- 
carcerated in various federal prisons during the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1958, according to the annual re- 
port of the Federal Bureau of Prisons. The report listed 
nine of the 11 C.O.’s as religious objectors with average 
sentences of 24.7 months. The other two C.O.’s are termed 
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nonreligious pacifists and individuals with strong views 
on social and political matters. The average sentence 
for the J.W.’s was 23.9 months. 


* * * 


The London Friend for April 10 reports that 700 
young men registered as conscientious objectors under 
the British draft law during the past year. This group 
represented 0.43% of all those who registered, the highest 
percentage of C.O. registrants since 1941. 


* * * 


The British government announced last February that 
no more youths would be compelled to register for 
compulsory military training. The British conscription 
act will expire in 1962 unless further extended by 
Parliament. 


* * * 


A poll of teen-age youth recently taken by Youth 
Research Institute revealed that 68% of all teens, favored 
an end to the draft. The boys voted 74% and the girls 
62% to abolish the draft. The nature of the new weapons 
was given as the major reason. A pre-Sputnik poll re- 
vealed only 51% of the teen-agers opposed to the draft. 


* * * 


The University of Wisconsin Student Peace Center 
staged its third annual Anti-Military Ball in the Student 
Union at Madison. The theme of the ball was “On the 
Street Where You Lived.” The featured event was a 
short skit concerning the efforts of a government official 
to dispose—with the aid of advertising experts—of radio- 
active strontium 90. The skit was entitled “To Boom or 
Not to Boom: a 20th Century Hamlet,” or “All Out for 
Fall-Out.” Martin Pierce, a C.O., is president of the 
Student Peace Center. 


Visit I-A-O Training Center 


George Willoughby, CCCO executive secretary, visited 
the Army’s I-A-O training center at Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas on April 17. Melvin Zuck, peace education sec- 
retary for the Austin office of the American Friends Serv- 
ice Committee and Reverend Christian Kehl of San An- 
tonio joined Willoughby on this annual visit. All I-A-O 
men (conscientious objectors available for noncombatant 
duty in the armed forces) inducted into the Army are 
sent to Fort Sam Houston for basic training. 


Every two weeks a new group of 40 or more I-A-O men 
begins the eight-week basic training course provided by 
the Army Medical Service. The program does not include 
any training with weapons. The second eight week period 
provides advanced and specialized training to prepare the 
I-A-O men for hospital and other medical specialist duty 
in the Army. 

About one-half of the I-A-O men are Seventh-day Ad- 
ventists. The rest come from various other churches, with 
some having no church preference. No C.O.’s were court- 
martialed at Fort Sam during the past year. 


College Visits Made 
Melvin Zuck and Willoughby also visited Texas A & M 


campus at College Station, Texas and the University of 
Arkansas at Fayetteville. Willoughby addressed public 


A Plea for Conscience 


There is something more terrible than the disintegra- 
tion of the atom: that is the disintegration of conscience. 


The Atomic Era, the era of absolute physical force, 
urgently demands, as a counterpart, conscientious posi- 
tions that are pure, irreducible and absolute themselves. 
Whatever happens, this will be our only means of over- 
coming folly and despair. Whatever happens (let it be 
any invasion or any horror), those who preserve intact 
in the depth of their soul faith in the sacred principles 
of life will be the strongest. Their voices will be stifled, 
they will be thrown in prison, they will seem to be help- 
less and crushed, but in reality, even under such condi- 
tions, they will be invincible, because they will be in 
harmony with the immortal powers that govern life. And, 
in the end, they will be the victors. The world, if it con- 
tinues to exist, will be rebuilt according to their credo. 
Once again we shall see the triumph of Athens and 
Jerusalem, the triumph of the spirit overcoming the Em- 
pire, the triumph of life overcoming brute force and 
death. 

IGNAZIO SILONE 
(From The Catholic Worker, March, 1959) 


CD Objectors Arrested 


Nineteen people were arrested in New York City Hall 
Park on April 17 and charged with refusal to take 
shelter during the civil defense alert. All pleaded guilty 
and were later convicted of violating the New York State 
Civil Defense Emergency Act and fined $25 or 10 days in 
jail. Dorothy Day and Ammon Hennacy, editors of The 
Catholic Worker: Karl Meyer, son of Congressman Wil- 
liam Meyer of Vermont; Arthur J. Harvey; and Deane 
Mowrer went to jail rather than pay the fines. The other 
12 were first offenders and were given suspended 
sentences. 


A young mother, Janice Smith, and her two children 
were taken to the station house but released without being 
booked. David Evanier and Barbara Krause were ar- 
rested in Jamaica, Long Island. Vera Williams and Ruth 
Best were arrested in Haverstraw, New York. Vera Wil- 
liams was fined $25 and Ruth Best’s case was continued. 


In New Haven, Conn. Howard Hallman, member of the 
FOR and formerly of Philadelphia, was arrested for 
violating Connecticut's civil defense act, but charges were 


later dropped. 


Twenty-seven Philadelphians marched with posters 
through downtown Philadelphia during the alert. Police 
made no effort to stop the marchers or urge others to 
shelter. Pennsylvania’s civil defense law carries no penal- 
ties for violation. 


gatherings on each campus on the subject of nonviolence 
and conscientious objection. At Texas A & M which has 
compulsory ROTC for all freshmen and sophomores, 
hours were spent in couseling with students who are con- 
sidering the C.O. position. 
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THE COURT REPORTER 


| PROSECUTIONS 


Sentences not previously reported 


2- ?58 
6 - 16-58 


Leroy V. Stockard, one year, (Texas) 
(Refusal to accept induction) 

Andrew L. Matson, 2 years, (Wausau, 
Wisc.) Judge Patrick T. Stone (refusal 


to report for induction) 


Sentences since last issue 


4 - 15-59 


4 - 24-59 


4- ?-59 
Appeals 
10-30-59 
] - 19-59 
2 - 24-59 


Arrests 


Judd Van Orman, 2 years, (Chicago) 
Judge Julius Hoffman (refusal to accept 
induction) free on bond pending appeal 
Dorothy Day, Arthur J.Harvey, Ammon 
Hennacy, Karl Meyer, Dean Mowrer:; 


10 days or $25 fine; Joe Caldwell, Mil- 


‘ton Chee, Walter Crutchfield, Joe Fraser, 


Thomas Grabell, Scott Herrick, Dave 
McReynolds, Bob Peck, Bob Schoen- 
hold, Joe, Schulman, Al Scott, Martin 
Smolin, Gil Turner, Sheldon Weeks, 10 
days or $25, sentences suspended; (New 
York City) Magistrate James Roe (vio- 
lation of New York State Civil Defense 
Emergency Act) 

Vera Williams, $25 fine, (Haverstraw. 
N.Y.) (violation of New York State 
Civil Defense Emergency Act) 


William A. Kariakin, conviction af- 
firmed, 9th Circuit Court of Appeals 


Andrew L. Matson, conviction affirmed, 
7th Circuit Court of Appeals 

William Prohoroff, Certiorari denied, 
U.S. Supreme Court 


New York—Charles M. Butterworth 3d 


If RELEASED 


On Parole 
8 - 21-58 


12-18-58 
2 - 25-59 
4- 2-59 


FROM PRISON 


Leroy V. Stockard (released from Sea- 
goville, Texas) 
Jonas W. Nolte 
Daniel Stauffer 
Andrew L. Matson 
Springfield, Mo.) 


(released from 


Arrested for Aiding Deserter 


Charles M. Butterworth 3d, 32-year-old Navy veteran 
who gave up the practice of law when he joined the 
Catholic Worker movement in New York City, was ar- 
rested April 8 and charged with aiding a deserter from 
the Army. Butterworth readily admitted to the FBI agents 
that he had warned the deserter that the FBI was looking 
for him. 


In a written statement to the FBI, Butterworth, for- 
merly of Germantown, Pa., stated “I believe that modern 
atomic war is contrary to God’s will and that God is 
calling many people to refuse military life. The best posi- 
tion a person can take is to openly refuse cooperation 
and accept punishment due . . . It is not my duty to help 
the government force a person concerning a decision 
on military life. Instead, 1 would try to help a person 
reach his own decision and would tell him if he was in 
danger of forceful return to the military . . . I am not 
sorry, but grateful that I acted as I did. It gives me a 
chance to make a concrete choice for a nonviolent society 
as opposed to a military one. Therefore I shall plead 
guilty and accept the punishment due. I shall try not to 
back down on my choice to live now as we all live when 
God’s peace comes.” 


Indicted on May 8, Butterworth was released on $1,500 
bail pending trial in early June. 





| deem it undeniable that the right of dissent 
is in danger in this country. Many of us are dis- 

posed to confuse dissent with subversion. 
—Edward R. Morrow 














III MEN CURRENTLY IMPRISONED 

Allenwood, Pa.—Maurice McCrackin 

Englewood, Colo.—Johnny Freedom 

Lompoc Disciplinary Barracks, Calif. — William 

Callahan 

Total number of C.O.’s convicted of Selective Serv- 
ice violations since 1948 to date, 343. (This is a 
minimum number; J.W.’s and Muslims are not in- 
cluded, and we miss a few.) 
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